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The Declaration of Sovereignty

It is understood that all governing bodies rise and fall with the passage of time. We find ourselves at a turn of the wheel of history whereupon the former government of these lands has fallen into decline. In the vacuum created by this decline, we must declare ourselves as a separate and unique nation. It is our intent to form a government favoring the lowest degree of intervention necessary to a civil society.
Much of the framing of the former government was and is sound. While it bore the markings of its puritan roots, this government shall be formed and governed evidence-centric facts rather than emotional arguments. What we take from the former government shall be those elements which were effective in the development of and vital to the formation of a free and just society. Among these is the understanding that all of humanity are granted rights by the nature of their existence. These rights are to be enumerated clearly, but not exclusively contained in this or any other single document.
This government accepts that every person should be treated with fairness and offered equal opportunity to the betterment of their circumstances they were born into. Each is free to seek happiness as they may, without infringement upon their liberties and freedoms. It is understood that life is precious and no citizen should fear their right to life will be endangered save through their own actions.
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Each citizen of the earth deserves the right to self-determination, in both their beliefs and actions. This includes the right to voice their opinions without fear of retribution. It is secured through a right to privacy and the provision of reasonable security by their government.
No government should infringe on the rights of the people to peaceably assemble and express these opinions. Further, no government should withdraw the rights of their people to arm themselves in defense of their rights against invasion by any party, nor in the uprising against tyranny.
Every citizen is entitled to protect themselves from self-incrimination. Reasonable assurances of being aware of their rights must be paramount. In defense of these rights, legal defense must be provided within reason. None shall suffer unreasonable punishments, with a strong focus on rehabilitation of those who are found guilty over punishments. Punishment for political opinions are a violation of the speech right already enumerated. 
Further vital among these rights are the right to the expectation of a sustained hope for the future, and the right of the people to participate in their own own governance. Above all, government exists to serve its citizens. Thus, it must be framed by and of its own citizens.
In this, we uphold that the purpose of government beyond the security of those rights stated, is as follows: Government must secure and ensure any right not present within this and subsequent documents. This is to be done through the least invasive manner possible. Government is to serve the citizens through collective consent. Government must see to the public safety and function for the public good. Government functions to serve as a representation of the people in the construction and enforcement of laws. Government is responsible to ensure all of the citizenry is armed and properly trained in defense of the nation within the limits of individual moral constraints and reasonable safety to the population. Government may levy taxes and tariffs for specific use so long as it is done so evenly and without favor to any group or individual. Said funds are used with due thrift. Government must endeavor to maintain a balanced budget, only taking new debt in the case of dire emergency or after existing debt has been repaid. Should government fail in these duties or extend itself beyond the basic functions for which it was created, it is to peacefully replace representation and work to restore balance. Should it fail to do so, it is the right of the people to rise up and abolish the government as part of their civil duty.
With the former government of these lands, issues that arose were an understandable extension of minor flaws compounded over its lengthy existence. Many positive developments came from its construction that we ourselves hope to draw from.
Within a Democratic Representative Republic, as with any democracy of large scale, corruption is bound to occur. Gains for the majority may come at the expense of the minority. The population is painted with a broad brush, allowing an 'either/or' mentality that fails to encompass human nuances. Doing what is popular becomes more important than doing what is best for the country.
Some tasks each suit best at specific levels of locality, while others are matters for the nation as a whole. Within the former government, this created rifts of unrepresented individuals. Parties formed out of these rifts, playing the citizens against one another and shutting down meaningful discussion in favor of party lines. Unidirectional government came about as a method to resolve the conflicts between local and national rights. Lack of clarity and the subsequent conflict played a part in the eventual downfall even as they resolved a basic human injustice.
Elections through popular opinion lead to an elite class whose willingness to lie about themselves and their opponents became synonymous with their role. Those who were good at their tasks found themselves rising in the system until they reached the limits of their competence. Thus elevated, they faced the choice to step down or begin pandering and lying as the only means to maintain these positions.
As a whole, numerous rights were trampled in the rush to provide ear-marked services. At the same time, those same services were in constant flux as politicians attempted to draw money towards projects that excited or placated their supporters. Often, these supporters were not the people, but companies who funded their ability to run effective campaigns. Lobbyists became the most direct benefactors of the government and often the people were sold false narratives to cover this open secret.
These examples are highly simplified and not the only failings. We hope to learn from the small flaws that led to the eventual downfall of the United States of America. With this in mind, we officially form ourselves into a Representative Republic. We declare ourselves a free and independent nation. In the name of, and through the authority of, the citizens of our nation do we declare our sovereignty. Henceforth this nation shall be known as the Sortitious Republic of America. All ties to the United States of America are dissolved, both in allegiance and political connection. We claim our right to all acts which are the purview of a free nation, including full power to establish commerce, levy war, conclude peace and contract allegiances. 
Constitution of the Sortitious Republic of America

We the people of the Sortitious Republic of America wish to form a country of quality and wisdom. One that is fair and just, founded on both a compassion for our fellow citizens and the freedoms to allow them to improve their situations as they see fit. A nation committed to sustaining a culture of prosperity that will extend countless generations. Defended peacefully from within and fair in its dealings without. Therefor, we create and authorize this constitution as the guide to constructing the governance for the Sortitious Republic of America.

Chapter I - The Division of Locality

Understanding that in some aspects of governance, the smaller division will be more aware of local favor, conditions, and temperament, while larger divisions are more efficient at completing specific tasks, we herein lay out all such divisions.

Article I - Nation

All states and territories fall within the umbrella of the nation. All are entitled to the rights and held accountable for all expectations as citizens as outlined in Chapter II. Government at the national level is concerned with all matters external to the nation. Matters of culture and of vital import to the nation as a whole are also handled at this level.

Article II - States

Largest division of the nation, states are full participants in the national discourse. At the state level, government is focused on representing and fulfilling the needs of the citizens within each state. Members of the legislative branch for the national level are selected by state. (governor?)

Article III - Counties

Each state is divided into counties. Counties function similar to the nature of states within the nation. Programs for the benefit of citizens shall generally be handled by the county level.

Article IV - Localities

The smallest division within the nation are localities. These include cities, towns, townships, etc. Much of our focus as a nation is to be at the local level. Localities function as true democracies, electing the individuals who best represent the culture and sentiment of the local citizens. Where a right or law not outlined in the constitution exists and is not in conflict with a right granted or law set by a higher tier of government, the local law shall take precedence. 

Article V - Territories

Territories exist as potential states. Any external nation, province, or other sovereign body may petition for entry into the nation. If granted, they become a territory of the Sortitious Republic of America. All territories are granted the same rights and responsibilities as other citizens. The exception to this is that they may not participate in the national level of government. Should they wish to do so, they may petition to become a full state after a period of 10 years. If accepted, they become a full state and all natural born citizens within who otherwise qualify may participate at the national level as though the former territory had always been a state.

Article VI - Allies

Any nation allied to our own shall be privy to the benefits outlined in treaty documents established at the time of such an alliance. Beyond these, all allies may expect mutual defense against foreign powers, humanitarian aid with minimal action required through the legislative body, and access to dual citizenship for all citizens of that nation who meet the established criteria.

Chapter II - Citizenship

Herein we innumerate the rights and values extended to, and the duties expected of, citizens of the Sortitious Republic of America. It is understood that rights exist because members of a society, through means outlined herein, confer said rights to some or all of its citizens. These ties bind us as a nation, through an accepted and unified vision of who we are. Embracing the unique nature of each locality, diversity of thought can flourish while a basic sense of who we are serves as the cornerstone of our foundation and shared ideals.



Article I - Core Values

As a whole, it is understood that our nation is founded on certain core principles and as such, its citizens ascribe to those basic values.

Section 1

We are founded on a Burkean methodology. Our country shall be governed through laws informed by history and factual knowledge rather than abstract philosophies. No path is inevitable, no topic has a single set of possibilities, and humanity is not so wise as it thinks it is. As such, systems in place shall not be torn down before new options have been explored and proved viable. There shall be the application of precautionary principles to our political development. New laws must be reasonably understood to do more good than harm, not based on belief, but based on knowledge.

We seek to limit the need for legislation wherever possible. Citizens may do as they like so long as real harm is not caused and no existing rights are inhibited. In seeking to refine our laws, we must ask ourselves several questions. Should the government be involved in the first place? Does the government have any compelling interest in the existing state of affairs? Would those affected by the change desire the change? Would anyone be harmed, in an actual and measurable sense, by the change? Will a proposed change be a new right, a significant expansion of an existing right, or the extension of a current right to include a group previously excluded? If the right is one to expand in inclusion, is there a precedent for its expansion?

It is our firm belief that when presented with the choice between criminalizing, legalizing, or remaining unspoken on an issue where rights are uninfringed and harm is not done, it is always favorable for the government to to remain silent. Where a law exists, it is favorable to decriminalize rather than legalize if it was not in keeping with these values. Legalization creates bureaucracy. Decriminalization removes the government from the lives of citizens and expands the liberties in that area of their lives.

Section 2

To facilitate a national dialogue, a single language is agreed upon as the official language used in documents, discussions, voting and all other matters within our borders. At the time of our founding, we find that English is the language spoken by the vast majority of our citizens. Therefor, English is the official language of the Sortitious Republic of America.

Section 3

Being a vital source of new ideas and production, diversity is cherished. Be it a polyculture of plants, animals, or a mix of cultural backgrounds among citizens. As such, each individual's background is cherished and embraced as each citizen sees fit. Fear of appropriation nor segregation have no place among this nation. As a people, we value what we can learn from one another and what aspects may enrich our nation as a whole. This diversity is possible through our other values which ensure a sense of unity.

Section 4

Ours is a society which values facts and the rule of law. No citizen of any position, including legislators, is above the law. All laws are crafted through observation of data and are subject to change based on the same. Said data must be sourced through unbiased means if it is to be considered in the decision-making process.

Section 5

What cannot be renewed within a non-geological time scale is to be carefully managed. This includes both limiting the draw of such resources as well as the avoidance of needlessly wasteful practices. What can be renewed should be managed in a manner to ensure it can be sustained. Even when leaving an area 'untouched', we see our role as one of stewardship rather than absence.

In keeping with this, we also believe that planned obsolescence, while good for quick profit, is inherently corrupt. Durable and repairable goods shall be held in highest regard and where possible, encouraged.

Section 6

Aside from emergencies requiring an immediate action, we seek the least intrusive solution to any issue that may arise through careful deliberation. Whenever possible, the involvement of government should be minimal except where absolutely necessary. A great many tasks are less effective and efficient when the bureaucracy of a government is brought into the process. To this effect, we do not rush forward with legislation on a whim, nor do we favor emotional reactions over thoughtful application of effort.

All policies and laws, therefor, should be modeled on the principle of non-aggression. The use of force must be a matter of response and resort rather than being initiated simply to get what is wanted. We hold this value strongly, as it is our belief that we must act with rational humility. It is impossible to know what is best for the individual, so where those rights do not create a danger to the greater whole, it is not our purpose to interfere.

Section 7

Change is inevitable. The nature of technology, opinions, accepted practices, and even the environment itself will drift with time. Insomuch as these changes are not brought into violation of the rights of our citizens or the values of this nation, we seek to creatively use and respond to these changes. Adapting is necessary.

Section 8

The notion of progress in the nation from which our own was born was seen as linear. We hold that history does not prove this out. Such thinking led to 'Manifest Destiny' and continued to spawn further abuses as time moved forward. No specific change is fated. Focusing on the imagined futures should only be for the seeking of improvement, not for limiting choices or trampling the rights of others. There is no singular 'right path' to follow. Only a series of options which we choose to take.

Section 9

We hold that declarations of war on abstract concepts (drugs, terror, hate, etc) are deliberate attempts to create an unending path. History has shown that wars on abstract concepts rarely result in an end to those issues relating to them. Rather, they simply create infringements on the liberties of citizens. History has proven that wars on abstract ideas are also most often done as a means to pass legislation that would otherwise never occur, solely based on fear.

Section 10

It is shown that prohibitions and abstinence-only options lead to negative results, often amplifying issues they seek to resolve. Focused and well-balanced education is the key to overcoming such issues. Whenever possible, we seek to apply multiple methods and options to the handling of situations.

Section 11

All forms of lobbying directed towards government employees shall be seen as a form of manipulation and/or bribery. The government is to serve the people as a whole and not be beholden unto any incorporation.

Section 12

Subsidization of companies, products, organizations, or other groups forces an unrealistic market and allows favoritism to occur. As such, there shall be no subsidy put into place which does not apply to /all/ areas of a given market. Such subsidies are to be limited in duration and applied only as a means of resolving an emergency situation.

Section 13

As a people, we hope to measure our actions not in years, but in generations. Our decisions and rulings may extend for centuries, as the United States before us. Sustainable systems and healthful methods are a part of our most cherished values.

Section 14

We are a culture who disfavors the extremes of complete socialism, nor unfettered capitalism. Fascism is impossible so long as we uphold our core values and rights. Anarchism too, is a system we find no favor in, as it can exist only for a short time before transitioning to something else. Similarly, we see no long term stability in the economics of social democracy despite its short term benefits. Rather, ours shall be an economy stemming from a system of syndicalism, most specifically, democratic syndicalism. Ownership of production is neither the proxy of the state, nor that of an elite few, but rather is one of the people themselves directly. We choose this form of political economy where each business enterprise is in the ownership of and run by its employees. Such systems self-balance and ensure the benefits conferred by traditional capitalism with less risk of the major drawbacks of the same.

Section 15

We hold that those with merit who rise through the ranks of government will rise until they come to rest at a place where their position exceeds their competence. This is amplified by the need for those with apparent merit to also be salesmen of their own value. Through the life of our parent nation, it was made abundantly clear that those who rise to the top often do so not because of true merit, but instead by a force of personality. A disproportionate number of world leaders, both there and within other nations are narcissists who would say or do whatever was required to win the position they coveted.

It is for this reason that we hold a core value of keeping local leadership democratic to represent the essence of each locality, but that those who hold seats of power above shall do so through Sortition. While we acknowledge that some will rise whose position exceeds their competence, systems shall be set in place which allow for removal soon after. It has been shown to our satisfaction that the likelihood of competent leadership is increased, rather than decreased, by random selection over those selected by force of personality and questionable political tactics.

Section 16

Measures which have been traditionally used to determine the growth and quality for countries have proven to be limited in their value once a nation reaches a certain point in development. Primary among these measurements has been Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which counts disasters and imprisonment as positives while ignoring income inequality among citizens. Gross National Product (GNP) is slightly more valuable, but similarly flawed. As such, we hold that multiple vectors are needed to determine the true value of growth and costs to a nation. We shall apply measurements such as Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI), Sustainable Economic Development Assessment (SEDA), and Gross National Happiness (GNH). 

Section 17

While individuals may believe as they choose, we hold that the government should hold only to the core values of the nation itself. No member of the government may place their beliefs above their duty. No faith shall be granted special status of any sort, including exemptions from taxes or health and safety regulations. Certain values we hold may align with differing belief systems, but this is a product of our overall culture, not an endorsement of any individual system of belief.

Article II - Fundamental Rights

These are the universal rights of every citizen. As a nation, they may not be abolished or modified, save by a full and unanimous vote by the legislative body. They may be added to or extended through amendments, though such amendments are counted as Granted rights rather than Fundamental rights. These rights are guaranteed to every citizen and many extend beyond our nation as accepted rights of all humanity. These rights are enumerated in no specific order and any citizen may choose to waive these rights at any time, so long as they do not do so under duress.

Section 1

Every citizen has the right to life with the expectation that no other citizen, nor the government may take that life away from them except in the most extreme instances.

Section 2

Each individual is entitled to liberty to the greatest degree possible within society. This extends to all aspects of self governance where no other person's rights are violated. Self-determination is a vital aspect of a free people. This includes self-determination in how they choose to nourish themselves, what manner they decide to clothe or shelter themselves, and all other manners of choice which do not have a negative impact on the rights of others. In the case of shelters, this includes no hindrance to their choice of building form so long as no building is sold to another without inspection to ensure safety. All due attempts must be made to ensure the proper education and warning of citizens regarding choices which may result in self injury, but the individual citizen is held accountable for the choices they make.

Section 3

All citizens are free to seek happiness for themselves, without infringement, so long as the rights of others are not violated in doing so.

Section 4

Citizens have the right to fair treatment and equal opportunities under the law. Race, faith, gender, sexual preference or other factors unrelated to that which they are not a direct consideration of may not be favored, nor hindered. Diversity in balance with unity are an element of our nation's strength.

Section 5

No citizen may be compelled, through active force or falsehood, to incriminate themselves.

Section 6

Every citizen is entitled to a fair and reasonable trial without an unjust delay. In such trials, a citizen is entitled to legal defense without cost to themselves and with a jury of their peers who are fairly compensated for their role, based on their income at the time of jury duty. Public defenders shall be funded well with the expectation of sincere effort for their task.

Similarly, bails favor those in positions of power and money, creating an unfair imbalance. As such the use of monitoring rather than bails shall be the primary means of ensuring avoidance of flight risks.

Each citizen has the right to know who their accuser is and to face their accuser, be it an individual or organization, in open court. A citizen must be made aware of any evidence being used against them.

Section 7

No citizen may be tried and punished for a single crime more than once. The only exception to this is in the case of being found not guilty and then later openly admitting their guilt without prompting or provocation to do so. Additionally, only the most heinous crimes are not subject to a statute of limitations to prosecute.

Section 8

No punishment may be unreasonable in scope to the crime committed. This includes excessive fines. Ours is a nation whose system of justice favors restitution, deterrence, incapacitation, and rehabilitation over retribution. In the case of severe crimes, some fundamental rights may be limited, but those rights within sections 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24 may not be reduced or redacted. At the completion of serving their sentence and any probation, any lost rights shall be restored where not a direct threat to the public good. Most specifically, the right to vote. It is apparent to us, that the loss of such benefits greatly increase the likelihood of recidivism.

(Include a notation about avoiding fines for most minor offenses in favor of public service hours or other means of minor punishment. This means no individual suffers greater or lesser based on level of wealth or affiliation.)

Section 9

Every citizen should be secure against violation against privacy and property in all forms. They may expect no violations of this security without a warrant and due process. Reasonable cause does not forfeit the right to due process against permanent seizure. They may expect protection against unlawful search and seizure, including an expectation of genetic sovereignty .

Section 10

Citizens have the right to access communal spaces freely. In public and private, peaceful assembly shall not be prevented or interfered with. No permit shall be required for peaceful assembly within any public space.

Section 11

Citizens have the right to a reasonable hope for a long-term sustainable future. Policies and actions on the part of this government are to be measured in the long term across multiple generations. Each citizen has the right to, and responsibility for, protecting and improving their environment for the present and future generations.

Section 12

All humanity has the right to an adequate quality of life in an environment free of dangerous or lethal toxins. All efforts must be taken to ensure citizens are free of bodily pollutants to the best of the government's ability to do so.

Section 13

All citizens have the right to seek personal improvement. This includes access, should they choose, to free basic education and checks against inflated costs for extended education. In seeking education this may take the form of public, private, apprenticeship, or education within their home. This education may take many forms so long as it is focused on the ability of the citizen to function effectively within society. Education should not be focused solely on preparation for working, but also for the vital aspects functioning in day to day life, and to foster critical thinking skills.

Section 14

Every citizen has the right to their own beliefs, faith, and opinions. They may express these in a reasonable and safe manner, without fear of reprisal. Government may express no favor or disfavor towards any such belief which is not actively in conflict with the rights of it's citizens. These expressions include both spoken, written, or published statements of opinion. The only exception to this is speech which is also a call to action which could reasonably be expected to create a panic or harm.

Section 15

Being vital for fair and necessary information to each citizen, a free press shall not be infringed upon. No elected, nor appointed official may interfere with the publication of unclassified information, nor may they classify information not vital to national security. Further, to ensure an unbiased press, unbeholden to ratings and advertising, a national press shall be established. Funding may be raised, but any attempt to reduce funding must have 4/5 support by the legislative body and shall not go into effect until after a period of 10 years after a successful vote. The existence of this national press does not prevent the rights of a private press to exist. Once daily, for a period of no more than 30 minutes, all radio, television and other such providers must either host this news broadcast or create one of their own. Citizens have the right to assurances that only information which is factual may be indicated as news. This period of time is not to include statements of opinion, but instead must focus on facts without interpretation so that citizens may make up their own minds regarding these facts.

Section 16

The reasonable expectation against exploitation is the right of all citizens, from both individuals, businesses, or government bodies. Most specifically, no monopoly or corporate hegeomon shall exist in any form.

No company, corporation, group or individual may control more than 50 percent of a given market.

Section 17

None shall infringe on the right of a citizen to receive compensation for the fruits of their labors, nor prevent the personal ownership of their own intellectual property. Copyrights shall extend the lifetime of the individual +25 years or 60 years total, whichever comes first. Patent holders retain exclusivity for no more than 12 years. After the expiration of these periods, they shall become part of the public domain. No business, company, or other unified group may possess these rights, though they may lease them from the individuals for set periods of time under contract law.

Section 18

Every citizen of eighteen (18) years of age and who meets the basic requirements, as outlined in Article IV, has the right to participate in voting for government officials and to participate in the process freely without fees or taxes. As such, all citizens are freely given a government issued identification if no other form of identification already exists for said citizen. This right may be temporarily revoked only while an individual serves time or parole for a severe crime.

Section 19

The right of the people to bear arms is interwoven with the militial protection of this nation, as well as the harvesting of food, and defense of one's self and one's property. All citizens of sound mind have the right to proper training and the provision of arms specific to their militial duty. Further arms may be purchased on their own with the expressed understanding that those further munitions are to be used only for the above use as well. Any citizen may waive this right as noted in Article 4.

Section 20

It is the right of all citizens, should their government fail in their duties to uphold the rights of its people, to alter or abolish that government. Either through the application of systems put into place within this document or if conditions do not allow for such, to do so through stronger means.

Section 21

All citizens are entitled to emergency medical services or those services which are vital to the immediate survival of the citizen. This is to involve no special action required on the part of the citizen beyond presentation of proof of citizenship. All further medical aspects are outlined under Article 3, Section 9 and 10.

Life-saving emergency services shall be extended immediately to anyone without the need to verify identification of citizenship.

Section 22

No action may be taken against a citizen without all due effort being taken to ensure they are aware of their relevant rights at the earliest possible point where the action is to be or has been taken. 

Section 23

Citizens have the right to be free from the manipulation and oppression of monopolies. This shall be ensured through the least regulative means possible by the government that still maintains an environment free of price fixing and restrictive monopolistic behaviors. 

Section 24

Whoever is born to a citizen within the borders of this nation or two citizens beyond the borders, shall be granted citizenship by birth.

Article III - Granted Rights

Herein are those rights granted to all citizens by the government, rather than extensions of natural rights granted through the fact of their existence. Addition, alteration or repeal of these rights is handled through the amendment process outlined in Chapter VII. Any of these may be denied to a citizen as a matter of justice where relevant.

Section 1

It is the granted right of every citizen to access and be made aware of information pertaining to their rights and the workings of their government. Records of the votes of officials, legislations, treaties and all other aspects, stated or unstated, shall be made readily and easily accessible. 

Section 2

While it is the duty of every citizen to be familiar with the language and culture of the nation, they retain the right to practice and celebrate their own unique individual culture, language, and identity. Every citizen is expected to be part of this nation, but not to forsake the history and efforts that led them to us.

Section 3

No corporation, company, business, or other form of abstract may be granted rights equal to or above those of a citizen. It is our sincere understanding that the rights of a human being should never fall below those of an inhuman construct. Therefor, the granting of person-hood or individual identity to such abstracts is an affront to the basic humanity of all citizens.

Section 4

No army may demand room and board from any citizen's private property.

Section 5

The right of every citizen to practice horticulture on private property shall not be infringed upon or circumvented. Every citizen has the right to produce what food and materials they are able for their own benefit as they see fit.

Section 6

Public spaces for leisure use are the right of all citizens. Such usage may be limited by the nature of the location.

Section 7

Cities must be designed and maintained in such a manner as to provide an abundance of food and materials for citizens to harvest. Citizens are entitled to do so within limits determined by each locality.

Section 8

Where surplus exists in abundance beyond any reserves being retained for emergency needs, citizens have the right to access that surplus.

Section 9

All citizens are granted access to preventative medical care at a reasonable cost without the need for insurance. It is understood that non-emergency care beyond preventative should be available at a reasonable price. It is also understood that the purpose of insurance, should individual citizens wish to possess it, is for the coverage of catastrophic and/or long-term care.

Government involvement should focus heavily on prevention as well as limiting expense-raising factors outside of the patients themselves.

Section 10

Matters of mental health and addiction shall be treated with the same care as other medical matters. Where severe, they will be treated as per Article 2, Section 21, as it is understood that severe mental health and addiction issues lead to an endangerment of the individual, other citizens, and society as a whole. 

Article IV - Duties

Just as the government has a duty to its people, so also do our citizens have a responsibility to their nation. Failure to uphold these duties does not revoke citizenship, but may limit certain rights. Specifically, the right to participate in the selection of government officials or to be eligible for any position within the government body.

Section 1

Militia Training and Public Service

Upon reaching the age of 16, each citizen shall begin learning basic self-defense, counter invasion tactics, and militia organization. This includes instructions in the use and care of a weapon provided by the government to all eligible individuals. Those citizens who have moral or ethical opposition to this service may instead receive training in support skills, such as field medicine, along with a commitment to a period of public service equal to the additional training they would otherwise receive.

This training shall take place for a period of no less than three months. Thereafter each citizen shall commit three days each month to maintaining their training. Said maintenance shall be paid at a rate equal to that which they obtain through their existing employment. Such service does not make the citizen a member of the armed forces, but is instead to assure they are prepared in the case of invasion by external forces.

Citizens who haven't enlisted are not required to participate in any military action beyond defense of their own locality as a militia, nationally in the case of invasion, nor may they be compelled to act outside of our borders even if the defense of our nation calls for the full mobilization of the militia.

Section 2

Citizens have a duty to stay informed in matters of local government. Information and education are freely available to all citizens, so the expectation is that each citizen shall be informed in matters such as voting. Demonstration of this knowledge may be asked at the time of voting prior to receiving a ballot. Every effort to keep this demonstration of understanding simple, accessible, and unbiased is the responsibility of the government. At most, this shall be recognition of the position(s) in question, the names of candidates, and recognition of a simple statement of their platform. Each candidate must express their platform in their own words for quotation, limited in length to no more than 3 reasonable length sentences or 100 words. This platform must focus on matters related to the position sought. Citizens failing to recognize or verify knowledge outlined herein shall be given such information at that time.

Section 3

Citizens who are qualified for a role in government and who have chosen to become involved in local politics must confirm or revoke a desire to be raised to a higher office periodically as such positions become available. This process is controlled by chance, though the revocation of a position is a matter of democratic voting.

Section 4

It is the duty of every citizen to exercise consideration of communal spaces and the property of others. This is an extension of many rights, both fundamental and granted, and a safeguard against the intrusion upon those rights.

Section 5

All citizens of qualified age must submit to jury duty on behalf of their fellow citizens unless circumstances prevent them from doing so without unreasonable accommodation.

Chapter III - Governmental Structure

The structure, powers, and limitations of government shall be outlined herein. The first three articles shall address government structure on a national level. Thereafter lower levels of locality shall be addressed in articles four through six. Finally, the quantification of procedure to admit new territories and confirm new states shall be organized within article seven. Any power not expressly noted is not granted unless properly amended.

Elections on all levels are held on the first Monday of November. As such, this date shall be set as a Federal holiday to ensure the free participation of all citizens.

Article I - Legislative Branch

This is the branch of government which establishes permanent laws and regulates the internal workings of the nation. The primary body of this branch is established as the National Assembly.

Section 1

Provided the individuals meet all requirements of service, members of the National Assembly shall be selected randomly from all willing elected officials per each state's localities. Each state is granted a minimum of 1 member, but no more than 1 member per 30,000 citizens residing within the state. The division of members per citizens must remain constant across all states.

Should a vacancy arise outside of the voting cycles, a new selection is immediately chosen from among the willing and qualified candidates. At the time of this document's establishment, each state shall make immediate selections. Thereafter, National Assembly positions shall be divided for each state by four. Each year, one of the four groupings shall be given a confidence vote among the citizens they represent. A majority of positive votes by citizens voting shall indicate the retention of their position. Otherwise, the seat shall be considered vacant and treated accordingly. The individual voted out of their position shall continue to act on behalf of their state until such time as a replacement has been selected and steps into the position. This period of transition shall not take more than two months to occur.

After the initial periods of vote for each of the four groups has been established, any member of the National Assembly may retain a seat for a maximum of 4 four-year terms before they must step down from the position. Each year an election is held to maintain confidence for a single grouping of seats.

Section 2

At the time of ascension to the position of National Assembly member, all earning assets must be placed in a blind trust until such time as the position is no longer held.

Section 3

For eligibility to serve on the National Assembly, an individual must meet all of the following requirements:

A. The individual must serve as an elected official or randomly appointed position, within the state they are to represent.
B. They must primarily reside within the state where their position is held.
C. They must be at least 30 years of age.
D. They must be a citizen of the nation for no less than 10 years prior to rising to National Assembly.
E. They may not hold felony convictions.

Section 4

Every member's vote counts as one vote for the purposes of legislation. The National Assembly must be held at least once per year and shall be presided over by the Vice President of the nation. If not present, the body may select a President pro tempore to fill the position. In the case of an evenly divided vote, the Vice President shall cast the deciding vote. All meetings and individual votes must be recorded for public record. This shall include a written statement by each seat of their reasoning behind the vote given. Said statement may be taken after the votes have been tallied and shall not extend beyond 100 words or 3 sentences, whichever is shorter.

Section 5

A minimum of 3/4 seats must be present if any vote to pass legislation is being held. If not present, seats may be compelled to return through fines. If not present for an extended period, excluding medical issues, there may be held a vote among those present to immediately list the seat as vacant. No National Assembly member may be detained or prevented from reaching or returning from an assembly.

Section 6

The prosperity of the country as a whole is a reflection of the efforts and ability of the government as a whole. As such, the National Assembly shall be paid the national median income + 10%. This number is set at the release of each year's census as reflected by all citizens. At such time as a member vacates their seat, this number no longer changes each year. Instead, it is set at the exact median at the time of stepping down. This they shall receive for the remainder of their natural life unless forfeited through felony conviction.

While holding office, each member of the assembly is granted the right to dormitory housing on site should they be unable or uninterested in purchasing a home local to the capital. This housing shall be modest as a means simply to allow any member to take a position without concern for basic living requirements should they be of a modestly funded background.

Section 7

For the passage of laws, for each new bill, a period of debate exists where any member may express opinions and concerns. This period may be ended when all who wish to speak have done so or if sixty percent of members indicate a wish to take a vote of immediate resolution of the bill. A simple majority is needed to pass any budget bill which does not include an increase in debt, confirmation of appointed positions, or the declaration of national holidays. For all other legislation, a minimum of 2/3 majority is required. The bill is then passed to the President. He may veto the bill, which returns it to the Assembly. They may make changes and vote again, or they may make an immediate re-vote. In the former case, it is returned to the President again. In the latter, it requires passage by 3/4 majority to pass into law without the President's signature.

The President may sign any law passed to him into effect. If he neither veto's nor signs, it shall automatically pass into law after a period of 10 days unless the Assembly adjourns during this period.

Section 8

All legislation brought forward must be focused on a single and specific task. The inclusion or addition of unrelated amendments or earmarking is strictly prohibited. No state or individual may gain personally from a bill not targeted at a related emergency.

No unelected official may be granted this power to create legislation, but may suggest legislation to the Assembly

Section 9

In the passage of laws which increase the rate of pay for the Assembly, the raise shall not take effect for any voting member at the time of passage. After vacating the seat, the new rate shall be paid to the replacing member.

Section 10

In the case of Presidential impeachment, all trials shall be presided over by the Chief Justice. Any judgment must be regarding a failure of duty or breech of law and is limited to only a judgment of impeachment or not. An impeachment verdict opens the impeached to further civil and criminal litigation.

Section 11

The powers granted to the National Assembly are limited to the following:

A. The Assembly must establish and maintain the nation's armed forces and naval forces.
B. Create and maintain a postal service.
C. Oversee the creation of the courts and the appointment of justices.
D. Regulate commerce between states.
E. Declare war on foreign nations and organizations.
F. Approve Presidential appointees.
G. Raise funds for the public benefit.
H. Allocate emergency funds should a state of emergency be declared or international relief aid be needed.
I. Grant territory status or statehood.
J. Impeach a sitting President for failure in duties or criminal actions, outside of the no confidence voting cycle.
K. Create laws and policies to aide in carrying out these duties designed from patterns outward towards details. Any new law or policy should be examined against numerous factors before being passed. These should include not only impact to the economy, but environmental impacts, cultural effects, and social costs, among other aspects.
L. Wherever possible, shall favor the amending of existing law rather than creation of new legislation.

Section 12

Some powers are strictly prohibited to members of the National Assembly. These include the following:

A. No law shall be passed which excludes the National Assembly.
B. No citizen may be barred by any law from voting based on race, gender, residence, income or other factors not restricted within Chapter II.
C. No law may be passed to bar a citizen from movement between states so long as the receiving state sees fit to accept the citizen.
D. The Writ of Habeas Corpus cannot be suspended save for cases of rebellion or invasion, for the public safety.
E. There shall be no Bill of Attainder or Expost Facto laws.
F. No taxation may be enacted which is not proportional to the current census or by percentage of total income by the individual as further outlined in Chapter IV
G. No taxes may be levied on the import or export of goods between states, counties or localities.
H. No favor or preference may be shown in the taxation between any level, from local to national.
I.No money may be drawn from the Treasury without clear receipts and public transparency.
J. They may not grant, nor accept, any form of noble title.
K. No Assembly member may hold two offices simultaneously, nor foreign titles.
L. They may not hold any role or position which creates a conflict of interest. Accepting a future position while still holding office is considered the acceptance of a bribe.
M. No favor may be shown to a business or organization that shows favoritism towards a National Assembly member. This includes subsidies and other unbalancing measures as outlined in Chapter IV.
N. They may not declare war upon abstract concepts, nor create laws that support a declaration of such by another.

Article II - Executive Branch

Executive power shall be held by a President of the Sortitious Republic of America, granted to him through sortition from among viable candidates as noted herein.

Section 1

The primary enactor of the Executive branch shall be known as the President. This role is selected as outlined in section 2 from viable candidates. Viable candidates are members of the National Assembly who are natural-born citizens and who have served a term of no less than 8 years. If no member meets these criteria, the pool may be expanded to include a reduced service term of 4 years, former National Assembly members who served their maximum term, along with state governors and legislators who have served at least a single term. The pool may include only those who are willing to participate. All candidates must have been residing within the country for a minimum of 15 years prior to taking office.

Section 2

A President shall serve an initial term of 3 years. At such time, a national vote shall be held to determine confidence. In the case of no confidence, a new candidate shall be selected and transition into the role within two months of the final tally. In the case of a positive confidence vote, the sitting President shall serve an additional six years. Thereafter, they are to step down after a new candidate is selected.

Section 3

A Vice President is selected by sortition once the President has been selected. This selection shall be made from among the viable candidates. The Vice President shall ascend to the role of President in the case of Presidential death or incapacitation. Should the office of Vice President become vacant, a new Vice President shall be selected immediately. Beyond this role, the primary duty of Vice President is to preside over the National Assembly.

Section 4

The powers of the President shall be limited to the following:

A. The President may propose legislation to the National Assembly.
B. The President may sign or veto any legislation put forward by the National Assembly, as outlined in Article I, Section 6.
C. They may adjourn or convene the National Assembly.
D. They may appoint select offices and federal position holders, subject to Assembly approval. This is to include ambassadors, public ministers, consuls, and other offices.
E. They may pardon, reprieve, or offer amnesty for any individual(s) found guilty of a crime or subject to legal action.
F. Command the armed forces, navy, air force, the national guard of individual states, and when called on, the militias. This includes emergency troop movements up to sixty days.
G. May require the written opinion of the principle officer of each executive department on the subject of their duties.
H. With two thirds Assembly consent, may make treaties or set sanctions on any other nation.
I. May choose to recognize or choose not to recognize the sovereign status of any newly declared nations.
J. May attend summit conferences and receive foreign officials.
K. Be privy to and may withhold any information relating directly to national security. This may not be applied in avoidance of criminal prosecution.
L. Must propose a yearly federal budget meeting the national standard, subject to the approval of the National Assembly. This budget may include no new debt if debt already exists and may not reallocate funds set by law, away from existing programs. This balance in the budget is based on taxation rates, not on any surplus, reserves, or savings set aside.
M. May make temporary appointments while the National Assembly is in recess.
N. May make executive orders to cover issues that must be addressed until an official measure is approved or it is overturned by the Assembly. No executive order may extend beyond the term of the President who issues it. Executive orders are subject to judicial review, as any law would be.
O. Declare a national state of emergency.

Section 5

At the time of ascension to the position of President or Vice President, all earning assets must be placed in a blind trust until such time as the position is no longer held.

Section 6

The positions of President and Vice President shall carry a compensation of two times the national median earnings of all citizens. This is in addition to any end of service earnings from vacated former positions within the government. Any adjustment to this scale shall not take effect for a sitting President, but shall occur when a new candidate is selected. This number shall adjust based on the yearly census and shall be set permanently at the time of vacating office for the remainder of the office holder's natural life.

While in office, they shall be provided a modest housing to allow them to live in proximity to the capital building. However, they are to conduct no state affairs from this location.

No earnings, gifts, or offer of present or future positions are allowed while serving in office. No future expectations of a job may be offered or accepted. Any such case shall be considered a conflict of interest and tantamount to bribery. These shall be held as impeachable offenses.

Section 7

The President, on the anniversary of their ascent, deliver the state of the union to the National Assembly in a public format.

Section 8

On taking office, the President shall speak an Oath of Affirmation as follows:

"I do solemnly affirm that I shall faithfully and to the best of my ability, execute the office of President of the Sortitious Republic of America, and to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution thereof."

Section 9

The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the nation shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

Article III - Judicial Branch

The judicial branch of the nation shall be vested in a singular Supreme Court and lesser courts established for each locality below.

Section 1

Judges shall hold offices for so long as they remain within the confines of good behavior unless duly impeached. While serving, they shall be fairly and regularly compensated in a manner which shall not be diminished while they continue to serve.

Section 2

There shall be a total of 12 justices. Where lesser courts are selected as a matter of merit, the Supreme Court shall be composed by random selection from the next lowest court. This random selection exists to ensure that no political considerations are taken in the appointment of a justice. New justices are selected only when a former justice steps down or is unable to continue in the role.

On a given case, 9 of the 12 justices shall be rotated to preside over the case.

Section 3

Judicial powers shall extend to all cases as follows:

A. Cases in law and equity arising under the constitution, the laws of the nation, treaties made, or which shall be made.
B. All cases affecting ambassadors or other public ministers and consuls.
C. Cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction.
D. Cases to which the nation shall be party.
E. Cases between two or more states.
F. Cases between citizens and states.
G. Cases between the citizens of different states.
H. Cases between citizens of the same state claiming land under grant of a different state.
I. Cases between a state or citizen and foreign states, citizens, or subjects.

Section 4

All cases affecting ambassadors, public ministers, and consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, are the Original Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. In all other cases mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as law and fact. This shall be with such exceptions and under such regulations as the National Assembly shall make.

Section 5

Trial of criminal cases, save those of impeachment, shall be by jury. Such trials shall be held in the state where the crimes took place. If such crimes were not committed within any state, it shall take place in the location or locations designated by the Assembly by law.

Section 6

Treason against the Sortitious Republic of America shall consist only in levying war against them or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless confessing in open court with the testimony of three witnesses of the same overt act, or through presentation of irrefutable evidence.

A. The means of punishment for treason may be determined by the Assembly, excluding corruption of blood or forfeiture beyond the life of the attainder of treason.

Section 7

In avoidance of jury bias, jury members shall be paid at a rate comparable to their regular, steady rate of earned income prior to selection, not to exceed ten times the national average. A jury finding a defendant not guilty of a listed charge, but whose guilt matches a relevant lesser charge may express a charge of guilt of said lesser charge.

Section 8

Should a sitting President choose to ignore a Federal court ruling to their policy or actions, and if the National Assembly takes no action to counter said action or begin the impeachment process, the Judicial branch is granted the power to initiate impeachment proceedings on behalf of the National Assembly, but shall not preside over them.

Article IV - State Governance

Where not superseded by another law of higher court, states shall be free to self-govern within the scope of their duties and limits herein outlined.

Section 1

New states shall be created as outlined in Chapter III, Article VII. No state may secede from the nation once admitted.

Section 2

Duties and rights of the state shall include, but are not limited to, the following:

A. The formation of a State Republic, governed by the rule of law and patterned on the national government.
B. Regulate the electoral process on a county level.
C. Administration of heath care systems as outlined in Chapter II, Article II, Section 21, as well as  Chapter II Article III Sections 9 and 10.
D. Honor the laws of all other states.
E. Regulate the electoral process for the state level.
F. Have the right to protect the state from invasion or insurrection by the Federal government.
G. Uphold power derived from the people of that state.
H. Administer oversight of Federal lands where not directly overseen by the Federal government.
I. Administer oversight on any state lands.
J. Provide for the militia.

Section 3

No state shall:

A. Tax goods and services from other states.
B. Declare war.
C. Allow their budget to remain unbalanced outside of a state of emergency.
D. Form or maintain a navy.
E. Create private currency.
F. Bar citizens from freely and lawfully moving between states.
G. Withhold criminals fleeing from another jurisdiction, unless they face a charge within the state. At such time as trials have concluded, the accused shall not be retained, but returned to the original jurisdiction to face trial there.

Article V - County Governance

Where not superseded by another law of higher court, counties shall be free to self-govern within the scope of their duties and limits herein outlined.

Section 1

New counties shall be created at the time of a territory being accepted into statehood. Counties shall consist of a series of localities spread over an area of roughly equal distribution of both land and population as other counties created within a state whenever possible.

Section 2

The duties and rights of a county shall include, but are not limited to:

A. Administer oversight of regional parks and public food production on public lands.
B. Oversee schooling systems on the local level.
C. Maintain facilities to house all judicial activities within their territory on behalf of the localities therein. Where localities choose to do so, the county may oversee the proceedings themselves.
D. Regulate the electoral process on a county level.
E. Oversee local food distribution systems for surplus production and coordinate with all other levels in so doing.
F. Oversee the training of militia in coordination with the state.

Article VI - Localities and their Governance

Where not superseded by another law of higher court, localities shall be free to self-govern within the scope of their duties and limits herein outlined.

Section 1

New localities may be formed where a new centralized population arises outside of an existing locality. These may be cities, towns, villages or other similar bodies.

Section 2

The duties and rights of a locality shall include, but are not limited to:

A. The formation of a local Republic, governed by the rule of law and patterned on the democratic process as outlined in this document.
B. Administer education standards on a local level coordinating with the Department of Education outlined in Chapter V, Article I.
C. Administer oversight of local parks and public food production on public lands. This is to include city planning which adheres to the core values of this nation.
D. Regulate the voting block for their area.

Section 3

Voting standards are set by each locality individually. Each locality is allowed to determine their own method of voting, so long as it adheres to the following limitations:

A. No candidate, nor group, may spend funds on the support of a candidate. Instead, the locality shall set aside a fund to be divided among all candidates equally as a pool of resources to spend on their campaign. Any individual or group may contribute to this fund.
B. A candidate may have volunteers working on their behalf, so long as these volunteers are unpaid. Any paid individuals must be compensated through the allocated funds of the candidate.
C. At least one public forum must be held where all candidates are given equal chance to state their platform.
D. At the time of voting, information must be made available as outlined in Chapter II, Article 3, Section 1.
E. No position may be voted in as a lifetime appointment. The maximum time shall not exceed 10 years with at least one period of no-confidence voting, or 5 years by standard vote.

Article VII - Territories

Any outside state or country may apply for consideration as a territory of the Sortitious Republic of America so long as they meet the conditions outlined herein.

Section 1

Any body wishing to be considered for application as a territory must meet the following criteria:

A. The state or country in question must be considered sovereign, be freely able to secede from their country of origin, or be in a state of disarray following the collapse of their parent nation.
B. Submit a formal request stating their intention to uphold our constitution, grant its citizens all of the the rights listed, and to uphold all duties of the same.
C. Put into immediate place, or be willing to do so with aid, the means of helping the population transition harmoniously as needed.

Section 2

The process of consideration shall fall to the National Assembly. After a period of debate to last no longer than six months, the Assembly shall vote. 3/4 majority is required to pass. Should the vote pass, the potential territory in question is granted immediate status as a territory of the Sortitious Republic of America. At that time, representatives shall be selected by sortition and any aid required shall be rendered.

Section 3

Revocation of territory status shall occur only by 4/5 majority vote of the National Assembly. Such a vote may only be held if the territory in question has, as a whole, actively moved to act out of accordance with our constitution, or if they have requested to have their territorial status revoked. Should the vote pass, all benefits and protections granted are thereafter withdrawn.

Article VIII - Checks Against Corruption

As certain individuals, collectives, or interest groups seek to sway the government towards their own causes, for their own benefits, there shall be checks put in place to ensure it is the people as a whole who are represented. It is understood that whatever the intentions, governments can easily slip from this focus with time.

Section 1

While not exhaustive, there are numerous systems of economics and government which, either by nature or by extreme, must be avoided. Among these, the following are noted in no particular order.

Dictatorship - A single leader, while effective at making quick decisions and taking full control of a situation, is in direct opposition to liberty. No matter how benevolent the leader, they are human. They are a single individual. Only by a diversity of ideas and opinions can we thrive with our liberty intact.

Oligarchy - All to commonly, regardless of the political or economic system, a small group of individuals finds their way to long-term power and rules over others without regard to what is best for the whole. Within this list, several points fall within the scope of this as well. We must guard against this always.

Plutocracy - Rule by the rich. While it is rarely official, it was the common situation that the flow of money in the former United States was the source of most legislation and it was the corporations who controlled that flow. Rarely are their interests aligned with the best interests of the nation.

Theocracy - Government systems, even those focused on a divine 'truth', are led by human beings. Time and again through history, Theocracies are shown to fail at providing fair and equal treatment of all citizens. It is our assertion that everyone is free to believe as they choose, but that the government shall take no stance on those beliefs so long as they are not in violation of the rights of other citizens.

Monarchy/Aristocracy - No individual within our nation is born to greater position by law than any other. While a citizen may have advantages by the nature of their parental status, this is not acknowledged by law. No individual is entitled to differential treatment under the law, nor are they entitled to any position which they did not earn themselves.

Fascism - The extreme authoritarianism of Fascism is the antithesis of what our nation is founded on. Where it exists, there can be no freedom, no liberty, and no safety from violation of the basic rights of the citizens.

Complete Capitalism - While capitalism has much to commend it, it also has several failings. With power focused in the hands of those with capital, un-restrained capitalism leads to a few robber-barons and everyone else serving their interests. Experience has shown even with restrictions, it can eventually lead to a Plutocracy. Some capitalism is a driving force. Unchecked, it is a destructive one.

Socialism/Communism - While social programs are important, they should not be created at the expense of liberty. We put Socialism and Communism in the same place, as one leads invariably to the other. One is the method, the other the goal. Regardless of noble aspirations, they assume that the government will better manage on your behalf. Time and again, this is proven untrue. Mismanagement, by incompetence or corruption, is inevitable. 

Section 2

As stated in Chapter II, Article I, Section 11, there shall be no lobbying to occur in this nation. Lobbying in the government from which our own was born was the source of many government decisions which ran contrary to the well-being of the people. Lobbies with the most capital were capable of manipulating the votes and decisions of governmental parties to favor the interests of the lobby over those of the people. As such, no lobby shall be directed towards any government official, nor shall they be allowed to spend funds to influence any given official in any manner. Doing so shall be considered manipulation of the system and/or a bribe.

Similarly, while contact from the citizens to officials regarding their opinions is encouraged, individuals found manipulating this contact, such as through multiple forms of contact under false identity, shall be held accountable under the penalty of Federal law.

Section 3

The determination of voting districts shall be by each city as a whole only. As our system is one of sortition above the local level, there is no cause for national political parties or gerrymandering of voting districts.

Section 4

All individuals who wish to be risen to an elected, appointed, or soritious position must first give the following oath:

I, <NAME>, do solemnly swear that I shall faithfully execute the duties of any office I am granted. That I shall uphold and execute the laws of this nation, regardless of personal beliefs or emotions. I accept that should I be unable to do so in good conscience, that I shall resign my position immediately. If I fail to do so, I understand that it shall be the same as having perjured myself under that law. This I swear on all I hold dear.

Chapter IV - Taxation and Expenditure

It is our assertion that taxation must only occur through representation, be kept to a minimum, and be accountable. Further, we assert that expenditures should be made only when there is an expectation of yield, limited in length when possible, and in a balance to the budget as it exists at the time of the expenditure. 

Article I - Taxes

The National Assembly shall levy taxes as per Chapter III, Article I, Section 11, Subsection G. Such taxes shall be levied in accordance with the limitations of this constitution and the specific limits listed hereafter.

Section 1

Any tax levied for an expressed goal or purpose may not be used for any purpose other than that which it was levied for.

Section 2

An earned income (wages, salary, royalties, etc) tax shall not be levied. Instead all taxation shall be based on the movement and sale of good and services. The exception is investment income shall be treated as taxable, while dividends shall be counted as earned income. This is regardless of the usage of the tax, such as social security, health care, or similar uses.

Section 3

Property taxation is the domain of locality and as such, shall not be levied by any other than the same.

Section 4

Having already been taxed for the sale of all items in their estate, no citizen's estate shall be taxed at the time of death.

Section 5

Not tax or fee shall be levied which infringes on the rights of the citizens. This shall include, but is not limited to; poll taxes, marriage licenses (as opposed to civil unions as part of contract law), etc.

Article II - Debt

While debt exists, no new debt may be created. New debt may only be created when in a state of emergency as a means of handling and recovering from said emergency.

Article III - Subsidies and Training

As outlined in Chapter II, Article I, Section 12, there shall be no individual subsidization. Whenever a program is created to aid an industry, all competitors within that industry must be given funding equally. Market demands and public need are to be the driving force of what shall be successful in the private sector. It is not the place of the government to pick winners and create unnatural support for things which are unable to support themselves. Programs for the public benefit are created as public utilities and regulated as such. Again, however, where private industry is applied to public utilities, those private industries may not be subsidized individually. Where programs are put into place to aid an entire market sector, such programs shall be temporary in scope and only used to resolve emergencies created through no fault of the sector involved.

Section 1

Funds put into job-specific training of employees may receive a tax credit and not counted as a subsidy, so long as similar programs are granted similar credits across all forms of similar employment.

Article IV - Regulations

Regulations shall be put in place to prevent the exploitation of the citizens of our nation. These regulations should be of as limited a scope as required by the individual situation as indicated in Chapter II, Article I, Section 6.



Section 1

No incorporation shall exist aside from those chartered through the legislature. Such corporations must be chartered for the public benefit, limited to a fixed term, and shall not be granted citizen rights or status. For those wishing to sell stocks for profit, they may create a limited liability partnership (LLP). Those buying such stock are responsible only for the value of their stock, while the managing partner(s) of the LLP shall be responsible for all legal and financial aspects of the formed partnership.

Article V - Military

Military expenditures shall be limited in scope. No more than 25% of the total budget may be dedicated to the military outside of times of defensive war. Militia expenditures shall not be counted as part of the military budget, as those are a portion of citizen training for the entire nation. A standing Army, Navy, and Air Force shall be kept of a size which can be readily managed when not in times of war.

Article VI - National Mint

All treasury notes must be backed by real value, such as gold and silver, as a form of commodity money. The prime unit of value shall be the government issued dollars (GIDs) and shall bear a physical form which may be easily transfered among individuals and difficult to fabricate. These government notes shall be a measure of value, not a good. The payment of taxes, when paid in physical notes, shall be paid in the form of these GIDs.

Further details regarding the application of this national mint shall be found in Chapter V, Article XI.

Chapter V - Government Agencies

While some agencies shall be created to aid in the oversight and regulation of various aspects of government function, none shall function without the oversight of at least one branch of the government. As these agencies are appointed rather than elected or sortitiously selected officials, they shall have no power to legislate on their own. Instead, they shall have their limitations set by the branch overseeing them and shall act only within the capacity therein.

Article I - Department of Education

The Department of Education shall be overseen by the Executive branch. The agency shall not dictate local public educational procedures, but rather to track national education effectiveness and relay to all local areas this information. They shall make this information publicly available.

They shall, however, oversee that colleges and apprenticeship programs are certified as legitimate skill programs for the benefit of the public safety.

Article II - Department of Efficiency and Budget

The Department of Efficiency and Budget shall be a small agency whose sole task is to aid the National Assembly and President in keeping track of tax income, budgetary expenses and in suggesting means by which greater efficiency of costs may be achieved without the loss of quality. Officially, they shall be overseen by the Executive branch. Their tasks shall include:

A. Tracking all expenses associated with new and existing legislation.
B. Presenting a quarterly statement of current budget balances and an outline of potential inefficiencies in spending.
C. Present a yearly account of all projected and current budget aspects to the President prior to the Presidential budget proposal.
D. Make available to all citizens an accounting of the basic budget breakdown for the nation.

Article III - Department of Library

The Department of Library shall report to the Legislative branch. Their primary role shall be to maintain a national archive. They shall make resources available for research and informational purposes, as well as aid more local library systems to develop and maintain similar tasks on a local level.

Article IV - Postal Service

The Postal Service agency shall report to the Legislative branch. They shall operate in the capacity of ensuring letters, packages, and parcels are relayed across the nation in as secure and effective a manner as possible. It shall do so at cost, aiming for a neutral balance in its budget from year to year.

Article V - Department of Accountability and Ethics

Working under the Judicial branch, the Department of Accountability and Ethics shall review all questions of ethical behavior among the branches and departments of government. On reviewing such matters, they shall gather evidence and present a report, along with suggested consequences where necessary, regarding each matter they review. While they may not relay any redacted information, they must be made aware of it to inform their decisions. As such, all members must hold top level clearance after thorough screening.

Article VI - Department of Emergency Management

Working on behalf of the joint Executive and Legislative branches, the Department of Emergency Management shall focus entirely on the preparation for and execution of emergency aide in times of vital need within the country. They shall do so through the following means:

A. Create action plans for numerous potential emergencies, developed through simulations of potential issues.
B. Maintain materials and supplies to mobilize immediately, as the need arises, to include food, water, and medical supplies.
C. Apply temporary funding set forth in as efficient a manner as possible to best aid the citizens of the nation in a state of emergency.
D. Advise the President and National Assembly regarding emergencies expected in advance or which occur unexpectedly.

Article VII - Department of Intelligence and Security

Reporting to the Executive branch, but also informing the National Assembly, the Department of Intelligence and Security shall be tasked with maintaining the security of the nation both at home and abroad, outside of military ventures. They shall have the right to gather information within the scope of the law as well as to act to prevent acts of terrorism, assassination, subversion or other major attacks on the public safety. This is done with the understanding that they shall not infringe on the rights of citizens without the proper warrants being obtained.

Article VIII - Department of Public Health

The Department of Public Health will be overseen by the Legislative branch. They shall be tasked with the following:

A. Work with the Department of Emergency Management in times of need.
B. Work with the Department of Education regarding the standards for certification in medical apprenticeships and colleges.
C. Conduct independent verification of new drugs and medicines on behalf of public safety to determine what shall be made available.
D. Ensure the rights outlined in Chapter II, Article III, Sections 9 through 11 are upheld.
E. Propose legislation to the National Assembly to ensure private medical practices are maintaining reasonable costs on services.
F. Foster a Direct Primary Care model for basic coverage of individuals, Concierge medicine for businesses where logical, and catastrophic insurance systems for major long-term events.
G. Where recreational drugs and substances require regulation for public safety and set forth by the Legislature, shall oversee the administration of said regulations.

Article IX - Department of Land Management, Horticulture, and Agriculture 

Subject to the Legislative branch, the Department of Land Management, Horticulture, and Agriculture shall work with states, counties, and localities to manage public lands and regulate food safety. Any new regulations they feel are necessary shall be proposed as potential legislation to the National Assembly. They shall also freely offer any required information to the public seeking aid in developing their horticultural or agricultural production. Lastly, they shall conduct independent studies of the methods and means of production to ensure the safety of new methods. These studies shall inform further proposals of legislation as mentioned above.

Article X - Department of Legal Advocacy

Subject to the Judicial branch, the Department of Legal Advocacy exists to ensure all citizens, regardless of wealth or position, are equal under the law. They shall provide fairly compensated lawyers for the public benefit. This pool shall be selected from all private lawyers, each serving a certain number of case hours per year, without exception.

This department shall set the standards for and aid in the administration of the Bar exams. As such, should they find a lawyer neglecting their publicly appointed clients, that individual may be subject to fines or even the loss of their certification and licensure to practice.

Article XI - Department of Treasury and Engraving

This agency shall be subject to the Legislative branch. There shall be no central bank, under any name, as this would constitute a monopoly. However, the Department of Treasury and Engraving shall exist for the purposes outlined as follows:

Section 1

Oversight of banks shall take two forms. The first shall be consumer banking, which shall be regulated as a public utility. The second shall be investment banking shall exist as private enterprise, regulated as any other business. As noted in Chapter IV, Article VI, both forms of bank must possess real assets to cover any notes issued.

Commercial banking shall include savings, checking, small business services, and consumer loans.

Investment banking shall include the investment of funds in stocks, bonds and other ventures.

Section 2

The Department of Treasury and Engraving shall work with the Department of Efficiency and Budget to ensure the nation remains free of debt. Their key tasks in this regard are as follows:

A. Keep an accounting of all funds, surpluses, reserves, and savings held by the nation.
B. Distribute funds to departments and government bodies as outlined by the current budget.
C. Issue currency and coinage via the national mint.
D. Maintain the physical assets backing for all treasury notes they issue through the national mint.
E. Collect taxes as outlined by Chapter IV and set forth by the National Assembly legislation.
F. Collect tariffs as outlined by Chapter IV and set forth by National Assembly legislation.
G. Pay interest on any outstanding debts.
H. Oversee and supervise the banking within the nation.
I. Investigate and prosecute tax evaders, forgers, and counterfeiters.

Section 3

The existence of a national mint as outlined in Chapter IV, Article VI shall not prevent banks from issuing their own distinct bank notes, so long as certain conditions are met.

A. Assets must be retained of market value equal to the banknotes issued. 40% of this must be held in the form of GIDs issued through the national mint.
B. Branching may occur across state lines so long as the bank in question remains in good standing.
C. No banking establishment may use fractional reserve banking methods.

Article XII - Department of War and Defense

The Department of War shall answer to the Legislative and Executive branches in various capacities. Their tasks shall include the following:

A. Oversee the issuance of firearms and mandatory training of civilians.
B. Oversee the military of the nation.
C. With National Assembly declaration of war, mobilize the military.
D. Apply the budgeted funds to train and maintain a standing military.
E. Serve as the primary defense of the nation.
F. Defend, as needed, the borders of the nation.
G. Advise both the President and National Assembly on matters of war and defense.
H. Develop new means and methods of defending our nation.

Chapter VI - Other Nations

Outlined herein are the basic structures for our interactions with other nations.

Article I - Treaties and Trade

As outlined in Chapter III, Article II, Section 4, the President shall be empowered to negotiate treaties between this and other nations, including oversight of trade deals. These may be modified or repealed by the National Assembly on three fourths majority vote.

Article II - Alliances

Through a similar process to treaties, the President is empowered to form an alliance with other nations to overcome a common difficulty. These alliances shall be temporary in nature and shall never extend beyond the obtaining of the concrete goals of the alliance. Anything more should take the form of an official treaty.

Article III - Declarations and Acts of War

No military action shall occur beyond our borders save for one of two conditions being met. An official treaty to form an alliance with another nation has been set into place and that nation is under attack, or through an official declaration of war by the National Assembly. Should the National Assembly declare war, the President shall serve as the Commander in Chief for the military.

Article IV - International Relief

The National Assembly shall be be empowered to vote to budget international relief as a form of emergency state. They shall be empowered to draw from surplus funds, where said funds are not dedicated to another task.

Chapter VII - Amendments

The National Assembly may propose amendments to this constitution as outlined herein.

Article I - Method of Amending the Constitution.

By proposal two thirds of the National Assembly, shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the National Assembly. 

No state shall be deprived equal suffrage in the Assembly without the full consent of that body.

Any amendments shall take the form of additions set forth in Chapter VII, Article III. No erasure of the original text shall be allowed.



Article II - The Immutability of Fundamental Rights

The creation of new Fundamental Rights or the upgrading of Granted Rights to Fundamental Rights, may occur as any other ratification. However, Fundamental Rights shall not be altered or removed without a full and unanimous vote to do so as noted in Chapter II, Article II.

Article III - Innumeration of Amendments

Amendments to the constitution of this nation shall be innumerated herein.

Amendment 1 - <TBA>

Chapter VIII - Ratification

Ratification of the constitution of the Sortitious Republic of America by the initial member states shall be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution between those states choosing to so ratify.

Completed by unanimous consent of the states represented and present, on this twentieth day of December in the year two thousand forty, and through the independence of the Sortitious Republic of America we witness and ascribe our names hereafter.

<List of Signatures>
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